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SUB J : THE GENERAL ELECTION: CONSERVATIVES PAPER THE 
CRACKS 

SUMMARY: IN A BY-ELECTION SPEECH JULY 5, TED HEATH EX- 
TENDED HIS SUPPORT TO THE TORY LEADERSHIP IN THE FORTH- 
COMING GENERAL ELECTION. AT THE SAME TIME HE DID NOT 
DISGUISE HIS CONTINUING DISCOMFORT WITH THE COURSE OF 
TORY POLICY. HEATH'S GESTURE, HOWEVER, ENHANCES THE 
IMAGE OF CONSERVATIVE PARTY UNITY AND OPENS TO SPECULA- 
TION THE QUESTION WHETHER HE WOULD BE INCLUDED IN A 
THATCHER CABINET. END SUMMARY. 

1. PHRASES SUCH AS "RECONCILIATION ', "THE OLIVE BRANCH", 

AND "CLOSING THE RANKS" HAVE BEEN MARSHALLED BY THE PRESS 
TO DESCRIBE TED HEATH'S SPEECH IN SOUTH YORKSHIRE LAST 
NIGHT. THE FORMER TORY LEADER, WHO IN THE PAST HAS 
DISTANCED HIMSELF FROM MOST OF THE POLICIES AND MANY OS 
THE PERSONALITIES IN THE THATCHER SHADOW CABINET, DE- 
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CLARED IN A PENISTONE BY-ELECTION MEETING: "(CONSERVA- 
TIVE SUPPORTERS) CAN BE ASSURED THAT I SHALL CONTINUE TO 
PLAY MY PART AND THAT THE CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP MAKES NO 
DIFFERENCE TO MY DETERMINATION TO INSTALL A CONSERVATIVE 
GOVERNMENT ONCE AGAIN IN OFFICE. I WISH MRS. THATCHER 
AND HER COLLEAGUES EVERY SUCCESS. TOGETHER WE MUST FIGHT 
HARD TO GAIN THE VICTORY WE ALL WANT." MRS. THATCHER, IN 
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A STATEMENT RELEASED LATER, SAID HEATH'S SPEECH "WIT I. 

GIVE ADDED STRENGTH TO THE CONSERVATIVE CAUSE IN THE 
BATTLES AHEAD. WE SHALL ALL BE WORKING TOGETHER FOR A 
DECISIVE CONSERVATIVE VICTORY.' 1 

2. COMMENT: AND SO IT SEEMS THAT THE PERSONAL RIFT 
BETWEEN MR. HEATH AND MRS. THATCHER HAS BEEN HEALED. WE 
ARE TOLD THE TWO WILL MEET SOON, WITH MAXIMUM PUBLICITY, 
TO DISCUSS ELECTION STRATEGY. SO. TOO, IT SEEMS THAT THE 
DISCONTENTED MODERATES OF THE TORY LEFT WILL BE ABLE TO 
JOIN TOGETHER WITH CONTENTED MEMBERS OF THE TORY RIGHT 
UNDER A SINGLE CAMPAIGN BANNER. 

3. BUT WHILE IMPORTANT FOR ENHANCING THE IMAGE OF TORY 
PARTY UNITY, HEATH'S GESTURE IS PROBABLY LESS THAN MEETS 
THE EYE. HEATH CAREFULLY DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN SUPPORT 
FOR A PARTY VICTORY AND SUPPORT FOR THE PARTY PROGRAM. 
REMARKS LATER IN HIS SPEECH IMPLIED DISAPPROVAL OF THE 
PRESENT DIRECTION OF CONSERVATIVE POLICY WHICH. HE 
BELIEVES, HAS WANDERED OFF THE PATH OF TRADITIONAL TORY 
LEADERSHIP: ' TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS, THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
WILL NEED TO SHOW THAT IT IS BROADLY BASED AND THAT ITS 
SOLE CONCERN IS THE WELFARE OF ALL OUR FELLOW CITIZENS. 
THIS IS IN THE TRADITION OF THE CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENTS 
IN WHICH I HAVE SERVED UNDER CHURCHILL, EDEN, MACMILLAN 
AND HOME. IT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE GOVERNMENT OVER 
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WHICH I PRESIDED AND IN WHICH MRS. THATCHER AND MANY OF 
THOSE NOW ON THE OPPOSITION FRONT BENCH WERE MINISTERS." 
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FOR HER PART, MRS. THATCHER DID NOT RELEASE THE STATEMENT 
WELCOMING THE HEATH SPEECH UNTIL CERTAIN THAT HEATH HAD 
NOT UNDONE IN A QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSION WHAT HE HAD 
REPAIRED IN HIS ADDRESS. 

4. HEATH'S SUPPORTERS IN THE PARTY FEEL HE HAD LITTLE 
CHOICE BUT TO JOIN IN THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN. TO SIT ON 
THE SIDELINES WOULD HAVE BEEN POLITICALLY UNCONSCIONABLE 
AND INVITED THE SNIPING AND JEERING OF THE LABOR LEADER- 
SHIP. HEATH'S OPPONENTS RESENT THE OLYMPIAN MANNER IN 
WHICH HE HAS BESTOWED APPROVAL ON MRS. THATCHER, BUT AT 
THE SAME TIME THEY RECOGNIZE IT IS SAFER TO HAVE HEATH 
INSIDE THE FOLD. HOWEVER HALFHEARTEDLY, THAN 
ROAMING ON HIS OWN OUTSIDE. 

5. THE HEATH SPEECH INEVITABLY INVITES SPECULATION 
WHETHER MRS. THATCHER WOULD OFFER HIM A PLACE IN HER 
CABINET SHOULD THE CONSERVATIVES WIN. MUCH DEPENDS ON 
HOW HEATH ACTUALLY PERFORMS IN A CAMPAIGN - WHETHER HIS 
ACTIVITIES WILL COMPLEMENT MRS. THATCHER S OR RUN AN 
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INDEPENDENT COURSE, AND WHETHER HE CAN RESIST PUBLIC 
DIFFERENCES WITH THE TORY LEADERSHIP. IF THINGS GO WELL 
AND IF THE CONSERVATIVE VICTORY IS NOT OVERWHELMING, THEN 
MRS. THATCHER WOULD BE BOUND TO OFFER HIM A PORTFOLIO. 

IF HE REFUSED, HEATH WOULD AGAIN BE ACCUSED OF PETULANCE, 
BUT IT REMAINS HARD TO IMAGINE THE TWO PERSONALITIES 
WORKING CLOSELY IN THE CONFINES OF CABINET. ON ELECTION 
NIGHT, IF MRS. THATCHER WINS, WE ARE LIKELY TO SEE A TORY 
MINUET OF UTMOST DELICACY. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PAPERS, ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 06 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LONDON10646 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780277-0925 

Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780791 /aaaacyrs. tel 

Line Count: 162 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 4e71827a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2105585 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE GENERAL ELECTION: CONSERVATIVES PAPER THE CRACKS SUMMARY: IN A BY-ELECTION SPEECH JULY 5, TED HEAT 
TAGS: PINT, UK 

To: STATE USEEC MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4e71827a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



